
 

Rural Data: Telling Stories with Numbers 

December 7, 2023 

Thank you for joining the Rural Journalism Collective. Daily Yonder Data Correspondent Sarah Melotte 
has assembled this roundup of dataset resources. We hope you find it useful! 

Dataset Topic Yonder Story Using Dataset 

Rural Health Hub Health, Demographics, 
Economics 

- 

Data for Rural Analysis, USDA Economics, Demographics Rural ‘Recreation Counties’ 
Stand Apart in Presidential 
Elections 

IRS Migration Files Economics, Migration Thousands of People Moved to 
the South During the First Year 
of the Pandemic. Where did 
They Come From? 

Zillow Economics Pandemic Exacerbates Housing 
Shortage in Colorado Ski Towns 

CDC Wonder Health ‘We Are Not Thought Of’ – Lack 
of Maternal Care Threatens 
Western North Carolina 
Mothers 

County Health Rankings Health Lack of Access to Civic 
Infrastructure Hurts Voter 
Participation in Rural Areas 

Yale Climate Opinion Survey Environment Research: Rural Climate Change 
Opinions Are More Complicated 
than You Might Think 

Marriage and Divorce Rates Demographics - 
Residential Segregation Demographics, Justice - 
US Religion Census Religion, Demographics - 
USPS Change of Address Migration - 
US Census Bureau Demographics, Economics Rural Counties Grow Slightly; 

Remote Areas Lose Population, 
New Census Data Shows 

US Department of Education Education - 
Data is Plural Newsletter, database of data! - 
Cooperative Election Study Politics, Demographics, Religion, 

Public Opinion 

Rural People Don’t Practice 
Religion More than their Urban 
Counterparts, Survey Shows 

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/data-explorer
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications/data-for-rural-analysis/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-recreation-counties-stand-apart-in-presidential-elections/2022/08/24/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-recreation-counties-stand-apart-in-presidential-elections/2022/08/24/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-recreation-counties-stand-apart-in-presidential-elections/2022/08/24/
https://www.irs.gov/statistics/soi-tax-stats-migration-data
https://dailyyonder.com/thousands-of-people-moved-to-the-rural-south-during-the-first-year-of-the-pandemic-where-did-they-come-from/2023/08/24/
https://dailyyonder.com/thousands-of-people-moved-to-the-rural-south-during-the-first-year-of-the-pandemic-where-did-they-come-from/2023/08/24/
https://dailyyonder.com/thousands-of-people-moved-to-the-rural-south-during-the-first-year-of-the-pandemic-where-did-they-come-from/2023/08/24/
https://dailyyonder.com/thousands-of-people-moved-to-the-rural-south-during-the-first-year-of-the-pandemic-where-did-they-come-from/2023/08/24/
https://www.zillow.com/research/data/
https://dailyyonder.com/pandemic-exacerbates-affordable-housing-shortage-in-colorado-ski-towns/2023/02/28/
https://dailyyonder.com/pandemic-exacerbates-affordable-housing-shortage-in-colorado-ski-towns/2023/02/28/
https://wonder.cdc.gov/controller/datarequest/D140;jsessionid=241481F7BCFE4BA3536CED043D35
https://dailyyonder.com/we-are-not-thought-of-the-true-impact-of-western-north-carolinas-desert-on-rural-women/2023/01/17/
https://dailyyonder.com/we-are-not-thought-of-the-true-impact-of-western-north-carolinas-desert-on-rural-women/2023/01/17/
https://dailyyonder.com/we-are-not-thought-of-the-true-impact-of-western-north-carolinas-desert-on-rural-women/2023/01/17/
https://dailyyonder.com/we-are-not-thought-of-the-true-impact-of-western-north-carolinas-desert-on-rural-women/2023/01/17/
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/explore-health-rankings/rankings-data-documentation
https://dailyyonder.com/lack-of-access-to-infrastructure-hurts-voter-participation-in-rural-america/2023/04/11/
https://dailyyonder.com/lack-of-access-to-infrastructure-hurts-voter-participation-in-rural-america/2023/04/11/
https://dailyyonder.com/lack-of-access-to-infrastructure-hurts-voter-participation-in-rural-america/2023/04/11/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://dailyyonder.com/research-rural-climate-change-opinions-are-more-complicated-than-you-might-think/2022/08/25/
https://dailyyonder.com/research-rural-climate-change-opinions-are-more-complicated-than-you-might-think/2022/08/25/
https://dailyyonder.com/research-rural-climate-change-opinions-are-more-complicated-than-you-might-think/2022/08/25/
https://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/original-data/county-level-marriage-divorce-data-2010.html
https://belonging.gis-cdn.net/us_segregation_map/?year=2020
https://www.usreligioncensus.org/
https://about.usps.com/who/legal/foia/library.htm
https://data.census.gov/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-population-increases-slightly-remote-counties-lose-residents-new-census-data-shows/2023/03/30/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-population-increases-slightly-remote-counties-lose-residents-new-census-data-shows/2023/03/30/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-population-increases-slightly-remote-counties-lose-residents-new-census-data-shows/2023/03/30/
https://www2.ed.gov/rschstat/landing.jhtml?src=ft
https://www.data-is-plural.com/
https://cces.gov.harvard.edu/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-people-dont-practice-religion-more-than-their-urban-counterparts-survey-shows/2023/10/23/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-people-dont-practice-religion-more-than-their-urban-counterparts-survey-shows/2023/10/23/
https://dailyyonder.com/rural-people-dont-practice-religion-more-than-their-urban-counterparts-survey-shows/2023/10/23/


 
 

Quick Stat Sources 

Several data sources are suitable for journalists without technical data science skills. Some of the sources 
above can be used to find quick facts and stats, as well as more detailed analysis.  

Check out some of the options for finding quick statistics: 

- USDA Food Atlas 

- FEMA Buyouts 

- Marriage and Divorce 

- Residential Segregation 

- US Census Bureau Quick Facts 

- Census Mapper 

- Rural Capacity Map 

- Zillow 

 

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-environment-atlas/go-to-the-atlas/
https://apps.npr.org/fema-table/
https://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/original-data/county-level-marriage-divorce-data-2010.html
https://belonging.gis-cdn.net/us_segregation_map/?year=2020
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045222
https://censusmapper.biglocalnews.org/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email#/
https://headwaterseconomics.org/equity/rural-capacity-map/
https://www.zillow.com/research/data/
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